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About the project

The CirBioWaste project aims to support the
improvement of environmental resilience and
foster the transition to an efficient and circular
bioeconomy in the MED area. The project
promotes the implementation of sustainable
bio-waste management to reduce
environmental impact and create social and

economic benefits in the EU MED area.

CirBioWaste will transfer existing innovative and
validated solutions for sustainable bio-waste
management, adapted to the different contexts.
Strategies and action plans, including policy
recommendations and practical guidelines to
deploy proposed solutions, will be jointly
created with and for the targeted entities (and
related key local stakeholders).

This project aims at tackling the challenges,
identified across partner experience and
different EU projects, on the fulfilment of the
obligation of member states to separately collect
and recycle the municipal biowaste and meet the
EU-related targets. The project will reach this
goal by supporting the public administrations in
the EU MED area in the implementation of
existing innovative bio-waste management
solutions adapted to their local context.

The activities of the project are related to
fostering awareness to ensure proper quality of
the bio-waste separated at source and proper
use of the recycled products.
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The work plan of the project consists of 3 Work
Packages (WP). These are:

e WP 1: Support the implementation of
strategies and action plans to improve bio-
waste management.

The main goal of this WP is to support the design
and implementation of strategies and action
plans to improve bio-waste management by
transferring innovative, sustainable, and circular
solutions validated in “givers” area to “takers”
entities.

e WP 2: Sharing knowledge and raising
awareness by providing supporting tools and
capacity building.

Through the activities in this WP, project
partners aim to embed the change towards
innovative sustainable bio-waste management
solutions to close the loop and promote circular
bioeconomy by providing supporting tools,
building capacity and assistance support,
gathering and sharing know-how, and
capitalising information from past and ongoing
European projects, key expert stakeholders and
initiatives.

e WP 3: Dissemination and capitalisation of
project outputs to achieve the widest impact
in the EU MED area.

The activities in this WP will ensure a widest and
lasting impact of the project during and beyond
its lifetime, via the dissemination and
capitalisation of its outputs and results.
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As a result, CirBioWaste will create a
transnational and collaborative space among the
10 EU MED local territories, project partners,
and associates where to jointly assess, design,
and implement, together with local
stakeholders, the best technical solutions (and

complementary instruments) to be adopted.

The project is co-funded by the Interreg Euro-
MED Programme and has a duration of 27
months, from April 2025 to July 2027.
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Total budget Project duration Interreg Funds

€1,381,630.50 27 months €1.105.304,40
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KICK-OFF EVENT

Kick-off Meeting of the project
CirBioWaste

The project CirBioWaste (Fostering innovative

and_sustainable bio-waste _management and

circular bio-economy in the Mediterranean area)
officially kicked off on the 13" of June 2025. The
meeting took place online, and all project

partners, representing the 5 participating
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countries (Spain, lItaly, Portugal, Greece, and
Bulgaria), participated actively.
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Kick-off meeting

Date: 13" June 2025
Location: Online

The meeting started with partner organisations
presenting themselves. During the meeting, the
following objectives were discussed: Project
management, Financial
Monitoring project progress, Internal
management, Communication & branding

management,

guidelines, and Resources. The main goal of the
project and the activities of each work package
were reviewed.
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The Kick-off meeting concluded with a discussion
of the upcoming in-person events of the project.

Mission governance activities

!
&l

Fostering innovative and sustainable bio-waste management and circular bio-economy in

the Mediterranean area


https://cirbiowaste.interreg-euro-med.eu/
https://cirbiowaste.interreg-euro-med.eu/
https://cirbiowaste.interreg-euro-med.eu/

@ CirBioWaste

Participation of the CirBioWaste

project in ISE Mission webinars
—

The Innovative Sustainable Economy Mission of

the Interreg Euro-MED Programme works to

boost a fair transition to a circular economy
through projects that develop innovative
technical knowledge and ensure these new
solutions are transferred into public policies.

The Innovative Sustainable Economy (ISE)
Mission promotes knowledge sharing and best
practices through webinars that focus on topics
such as the circular economy, plastic pollution
prevention, and sustainable governance,
offering innovative ideas and practical
solutions. These webinars also serve as
platforms for collaboration and networking,
enabling stakeholders to connect, build
partnerships, and work together to address
territorial challenges across the Mediterranean
region. In addition, the initiative supports
capacity building by providing educational
resources and training modules that enhance
the ability of communities and organizations to
implement sustainable practices effectively.
With a strong focus on sustainability, the
webinars tackle critical environmental and
social issues, fostering a more resilient,
inclusive, and prosperous future for the
Mediterranean.

The CirBioWaste project participated in various
ISE Mission webinars. These webinars have
been:
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e Welcome online meeting for project of
Call04 (20/05/25);

e Second Thematic Working Group on
Resource Valorisation (23/07/25);
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e ISE Training Course on Business models &
investment readiness for circular economy
projects (29/09/25).

Econormmic Viability factors
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Partners introduction

Autonomous University of Barcelona
(UAB), Lead partner

UAB

Universitat Autonoma
de Barcelona

The Autonomous University of Barcelona is an
Educational Institution with over 40,000
students, almost 10,000 researchers and
teaching staff, and hosts more than 5,000
foreign students. UAB has successfully
participated in the different EC R&l Framework
Programmes. For the Horizon Europe (2021-
2027), UAB ranks 1% university in Spain,
attracting more than 62M€ in the first three
years of the programme. UAB has an
International Projects Office with administrative
and technical staff who supports the different
Departments in the EU projects management,
such as Interreg Programmes. The Composting
Research Group (GICOM) of the Department of
Chemical, Biological and Environmental
Engineering will lead the CirBioWaste project.
GICOM aims to generate innovative solutions for
bio-waste management and the production of
value-added products through biological
processes. GICOM will support the UAB on the
implementation of a decentralized biowaste
composting initiative on the campus, involving
various stakeholders as part of a learning
experience.
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ENT Foundation (ENT)

FUNDACIO
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ENT Foundation (ENT) is a private non-for-profit
research centre dedicated to the elaboration,
analysis and implementation of public
environmental policies. ENT’s areas of expertise
relevant to the project are waste prevention and
management, environmental economics,
political ecology and environmental taxation.
ENT participates in local, regional, national and
European projects (having the role of
coordinator in some of them) with a large
network of partners (public administrations,
NGOs, trade unions, etc). ENT will lead WP2 and
develop key tools such as a toolkit and a
knowledge platform. ENT will act as “giver”
providing its experience in promoting food waste
prevention, designing individualized separate
collection schemes, and governance and
economic incentives. ENT will contribute to the
elaboration of policy recommendations,
strategies and action plans taking advantage of
findings and  multidisciplinary  approach
developed in the EU projects recently led by ENT
(HORIZON  BIOCIRCULARCITIES and  LIFE
BIOBEST). As part of WP1 tasks, ENT will support
a 'taker' in the Catalan area: the urban
municipality of Cerdanyola del Valles. ENT has
produced various waste management plans for
local authorities and developed communication
and dissemination activities to promote waste
reduction and circular economy. In this topic,
ENT launched an online repository of waste
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reduction good practices in MED cities as part of
the Water & Environment Support (WES) in the
ENI Neighbourhood South Region EU-funded
project. ENT aims at influencing political power
on socioecological conflicts with Political Ecology
Journal.

Italian Compost and Biogas
Consortium (CIC)

CIC is a non-for-profit association aiming at
fostering source separated collection of bio-
waste and its proper recycling into high quality
products (compost/digestate, biogas,
biomethane). With more than 150 members, CIC
engages different actors from the whole value
chain, who manage around 72% of the municipal
bio-waste produced in Italy. CIC is operating
since 1992 to improve the circularity of biowaste
through actions like the creation of quality labels
certifying the national/EU regulations (for
compost and for compostable packaging), by
providing technical training to the recycling
facilities, by carrying out policy advocacy at all
levels (regional/national/EU), by raising the
awareness of citizens and by participating in EU
collaborative projects (with a dedicated
technical and administrative team) where CIC
contributes with their experience and
networking potential.
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Association for the Sustainability of
the Earth System (ZERO)

Zero.

ZERO — Association for the Sustainability of the
Earth System is an environmental NGO based in
Portugal. Its work is mostly focused on policy
advocacy in various areas such as waste
management, circular economy and sustainable
use of resources, assessing both the
deployment of EU policies at the PT level and
the development of local policies. As a
complementary strategy for advocacy, ZERO
engages national, regional and local
stakeholders with the aim of testing the
technical and financial feasibility of policies. In
the very specific topic of bio-waste collection
and management, the advocacy is strongly tied
to the strategic plans
(national/regional/municipal) and its expertise
is strengthened by the experience gathered by
working with municipalities on their zero-waste
plans. ZERO will support the project in the
activities related to creating capacity and
engaging local stakeholders to start/boost
separate  collection and fostering the
establishment/consolidation of decentralised
composting for bio-waste.
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Ecological Recycling Society (Ecorec)

Ecorec is a national NGO based in Greece with
35 years of experience in supporting local,
regional and national authorities on waste
prevention, reuse, recycling and composting.
Ongoing projects related to the proposed
actions include being a partner in a national
Integrated LIFE-IP project having developed the
Integrated PAYT strategy the main pilot for
Greece. A main axis is to integrate separate
collection of bio-waste into PAYT systems
nationwide, being considered directly
complementary to the LIFE IP project. Ecorec is
training and providing capacity building to local
authorities and business on sustainability issues
including separate collection, and is currently
supporting several municipalities to implement
separate collection of bio-waste. Ecorec has
participated in over 35 EU and international
projects. It has developed composting activities
and provided public awareness and capacity
building actions in the Zero Waste Med and
Zero Waste Pro Interreg projects.
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Regional Energy Agency of Pazardzhik
(REAP)
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REAP is an association of local authorities from
Pazardzhik Province in Bulgaria that offers
support to local and regional authorities in
achieving their objectives and strategic
planning to encourage the sustainable
development. Moreover, REAP is an active
member of:

1. Environmental Committee of the

Pazardzhik Regional Administration;

2. The Monitoring Committee of OP Rural
Development 2014-2020 managed by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Forestry;

3. The Regional Development Council of South
Central Planning Region (NUTS 2 region).

REAP supports Bulgarian public authorities in
policy development and improvement;
develops programmes and strategies for
sustainable development of rural areas;
disseminates Best European practices
contributing to sustainable development at
local and regional level; has competences to
lead capacity building activities and awareness
raising campaigns and wide experience on the
management of sustainable energy and bio-

waste EU projects.
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CirBioWaste Partnerships and communication channels

The project includes a well-balanced mixture of partners coming from several main sectors: public
authorities (local, regional and national), research institutions, NGOs, and environmental agencies.
Together, we represent varied views across a range of stakeholders and interests, providing competent
knowledge and experience in the field of circular economy, bio waste management, and policy design.
The partnership is characterized by a strong transnational character, covering five nations and six
institutions within the Interreg Euro-Mediterranean area, thus ensuring a good geographical and cultural
coverage and relevant attention to the issues and needs of a wide range of institutional settings and
establishments from European Countries.

Autonomous University of UAB

Barcelona (UAB)- Lead partner, Univeraitat Autonoma https://www.uab.cat

Spain de Barcelona
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ENT), Spain nt

Italian Compost and Biogas

https://www.compost.it
Consortium (CIC), Italy os:// D

ZERO - Association for the
Sustainability of the Earth
System (ZERO), Portugal

https://zero.ong
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Regional Energy Agency of
Pazardjik (REAP), Bulgaria

%!@O{)E https://reap-bg.eu

Fostering innovative and sustainable bio-waste management and circular bio-economy in
the Mediterranean area


https://www.uab.cat/
https://ent.cat/
https://www.compost.it/
https://zero.ong/
https://ecorec.gr/
https://reap-bg.eu/

Co-funded by
the European Union

@ CirBioWaste ‘ EE?E?A?I;@Q

DO YOU WANT TO BE A PART OF CirBioWaste AND KNOW MORE?

Subscribe to our newsletter through the website: https://cirbiowaste.interreg-euro-med.eu

EDITORIAL

For every info or updates about the newsletter please contact:

Mr. Georgi Simeonov | simeonov@reap-bg.eu
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